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Ahmad Ibn Faris’s Views in Semantic

Abstract

This paper first presents a brief biography of Ahmad Ibn Faris: His
birth, family, education, travels, teachers, works, students and fol-
lowers.

The biography is followed by a discussion of the important topics in
semantics that are dealth with in Ibn Faris's works, namely, synonymy,
antinomy and polysemy. It is established that one of the fundamental
principles on which Ibn Faris builds his linguistic studies is that lan-
guage is of divine origin. Among his prominent views are his approval
of antinomy and polysemy, his rejection of synonyumy and his claim
that there is only one meaning for each utterance. He demonstrates
some of the factors which lead to the development of denotation such
as the generalisation of the particular, the particularisation of the
general, the difference in dialects, the transfer from the concret to the
abstract, and the appearance of Islam which granted some Arabic
archaic utterances new shades of meaning and new legislative de-
notations.

The paper tries, through using comparisons, to find the proper
place of |bn Faris’s views among the ancient linguisitc studies. It also
tries to benefit from the studies of other semitic languages, such as
Hebrew, to highlight certain views of Ibn Faris. Furthermore, the paper
tries to benefit from the insignts of modern linguistic studies which are
used as a touchstone to examine the validity of some of Ibn Faris’s
views.
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