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The only difference between them is that the prophet gets the
instructions of the religion from God and through inspiration, as for
the Imam. his knowledge about religion is the same knowledge of the
prophet and he gets it from the prophet who prepares him to succeed
him.

Saleh said: now I know what “Leading” means; we have to believe
in it as we believe in prophecy and this is the fourth essential of the
religion.

His uncle smiled and said: you are learning fast, Saleh... tomorrow
I will tell you about the fifth essential and the last one of essentials of
religion, now go and sleep to wake up early to school

Saleh said while he was happy for learning the essentials of religion:

thank you uncle...
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His uncle answered: there is no big difference between them;
Al-Imam has all the characteristics of a prophet that I told you
about and is infallible too. Because of that, the noble verse came
down:

“Allah wishes to remove the evil deeds and sins from you. O the
household, and to purify you with a thorough purification”,

o



Every year, Imam Ali (A.S) and Muslims pilgrimage in the
house of God (Alkaaba) with the prophet (pbuh). and in the last
pilgrimage it was the fare welling one for the prophet (pbuh)

before he left this world and his transmission next to God.

When the prophet came back after pilgrimage to Al-Medinah,
in the tenth year for immigration, Gabriel (4.5) came down to
the prophet (pbuh) and ordered him to call in the province of |
Imam Ali (A.S) and order them to take the pledge of allegiance

when the verse came down:

“« ~
O prophet. tell what came down to you from your God, and
if you didn’t, that means you didn’t deliver the message of God,

- o »
and God protect you from people

Then the prophet (pbuh) grouped people in a city called “Ghadir
Khom” in the eighteenth of  Tho Al-Hijja” and said: “are not me

the best of believers than themselves .
They said: Yes O messenger of Allah”

Then he said: whom I am his lord. this Ali is his lord. O God |
love who gives him allegiance, and hate who becomes his enemy.

and makes who gives him victory to win, and disappoint who )

disappointed him. and turn the right with him wherever he‘; /

wants. !

Saleh asked: what is the difference between the prophet and

[mam?

&



The uncle Abdullah said: I will ask you Saleh. and think before
you answer. Let’s suppose that a cowman and his son went out
to take care of their herd of sheep. You know that sheep raise the
appetite of wolves. If the cowman wanted to go back home for

something, should he go with his son and leave the herd alone or
what should he do?

Saleh thought and answered: no uncle. he doesn’t go with his
son, since the wolves are going to attack the herd and eat it, so he
can go and leave his son to take care of them while he is absent.

Then his uncle said: good Saleh, if the cowman doesn’t leave the
herd to the wolves, he should assign his son to take care of the
herd. It was the same with the prophet. he doesn’t leave the people
subjected to danger, so before his death, he assigns a person after
him and this man is called “Tmam”, taking care of people. Our
prophet Mohammad (pbuh) recommended people to follow
Imam Ali (A.S) to direct them and ask him for all Islamic issues
after his death.

Saleh said: how did our prophet Mohammad (pbuh) choose
Imam Ali (A.5)?

His uncle said: he doesn’t choose him alone, and doesn’t assign
him by himself but God chose him, and then told the prophet
(pbuh) to tell people that Imam Ali (A.S) is the person that
they should follow and believe in the leading, as they believe
in monotheism and prophecy. I will tell you how Prophet
Mohammad (pbuh) assigned Imam Ali (A.S) a caliph after him.

&



But Saleh didn’t feel that he wants to sleep, and then he said to
his uncle: I don’t feel sleepy now, why don’t you tell me about the

fourth essential in religion as you promised me?

Uncle: let’s go to the second room and let your mommy rest.

Saleh and his uncle sat.




His mother said: but he is like your father, and when your
father travelled he asked him to take care of you and the

house and you can ask him whatever you want.

Saleh thought a little bit then he noticed that his mother is

right about what she is saying and he was mistaken then he

Q

said: I am sorny nommy; this 1s not going fo nappen again.




Saleh woke up early, went to the bathroom. washed his face.
brushed his teeth, and then walked toward the kitchen. He
found his uncle sitting and playing with is little sister Zeinab.

He greeted his uncle then sat next to him.

After they had their breakfast. Abdullah said to Saleh: I will
go to finish my work then come back and we’ll go to the

mountains as I promised you.
In that time, Zeinab yelled saying to her uncle:
I want ice cream and I want a toy.
He smiled saying: I will... I will

Saleh was annoyed because of the insistence of his sister and

her needs, so he screamed at her:

Stop it Zeinab... don’t be greedy, she cried and ran to her

mom. and threw herself on her laps.

His uncle told him: don’t scream at your sister like this, she

is still young.

Saleh silenced. and when his uncle left his mother blamed

him: why did you make your sister cry?

Saleh said excusing his anger: she asks for a lot of things

and my uncle is not my dad to ask him for many things.

O
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